
The Love of God 

 
1 John 4:7– 5:5 

 
1. What is the love of God? 
 

A. It is a divine _____________ that human beings need but are 
not born with (4:7-8). 

 
B. It is a _____________ which believers must have with each 

other (4:7, 11, 20-21; 5:1) 
 

C. It is a divine  _____________ to human depravity and need 
(4:9-10). 

 
D. It is a divine _____________ that eliminates fear (4:17-18). 

 
E. It is a personal _____________ to keep the commandments 

of Jesus Christ (5:2-3). 
 
2. What is required for us to experience the love of God? 
 

A. It requires a  _____________ caused by God (4:7). 
 

B. It requires a _____________ of God (4:7-8). 
 

C. It requires the __________________________ of the Holy 
Spirit (4:13; see Gal. 5:22; 5:5). 

 
D. It requires a _____________________ that Jesus is the Son 

of God (4:15; 5:5). 
 

E. It requires a _____________________ that Jesus is the 
Messiah (5:1) 

Review and Discuss 
 

According to 1 John 4:7, where does love come from? 
 

What is to be our relationship to other believers (see 1 John 4:7, 11, 
20-21)? 

 
According to 1 John 4:20-21, how do we show that we love God?  

 
Explain the connection between loving God and keeping His 
commandments in 1 John 5:2-3? 
 
What part does the Holy Spirit play in our experiencing God’s love 
in our lives (see Gal. 4:22 and Rom. 5:5)?             

 
 
Further Consideration 
 

Rewrite 1 John 4:20-21 in your own words. Is this in any way 
convicting you? 

 
Explain what is necessary in order to love God, according to 1 John 
4:7-8. What can you do to know God better? 

 
For what reasons do you love God? 

 
What do you think should be the natural consequence(s) of loving 
God? Would you say that your life is characterized by such 
consequences? 

 
What would you say to someone who says that a loving God should 
not condemn people for their sin? 

 


