
The Prerequisites of Faith 

Hebrews 11:1-12:2 

 
I. The definition of faith. 

 

A. Used to denote 

 

1. The quality of one’s life (faithfulness) (Gal. 3:9) 

2. An object that is believed (Jude 3) 

3. An act of belief (Acts 16:31) 

4. A gift of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:9) 

 

B. Its understanding is both positive and negative. 

 

1. Negatively speaking 

—not mere intellectual assent 

—not meritorious work 

 

2. Positively speaking 

—it is belief 

—it is appropriation 

—it is committal 

 

II. The development of faith. 

 

A. It can grow by increasing knowledge 

B. It can grow by increasing trust. 

 

III. The dependency of faith. 

 

A. It depends upon Christ Himself (Acts 16:31; Rom. 10:17) 

B. It depends on the historical facts about Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:9;          

1 Thess. 4:14) 

C. It depends upon the Word of God in written form (1 Thess. 2:13) 

 

IV. The display of faith. 

 

A. There should be a confession that Jesus Christ is Lord (Rom. 10:9; 

Phil. 2:9-11) 

B. There should be obedience (Rom. 1:5; 16:26) 

C. There should be good works (Gal. 5:6; James 2:17, 26) 

D. There should be maturity (2 Pet. 1:5-7) 

E. There should be victory over the world (1 John 5:4) 

F. There should be joy (1 Pet. 1:8) 

G. There should be understanding (Heb. 11:1-3) 
 

 

 

Review 
 

1. What do Acts 8:13, 21 and James 2:19 reveal about the nature of faith? 

 

 

2. What did Abraham do in order to be justified, according to Romans 4:15-

16? 

 

 

3. According to 1 John 5:1 and 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, what does saving faith 

involve in relation to the Person of Jesus Christ? What does John 1:22 add 

to this? 2 Timothy 1:12? 

 

 

4. If faith is dependence, upon what do we depend in light of: 

Acts 16:31; Romans 10:17 

Romans 10:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

 

5. In what ways will faith make itself evident in the life of a believer (Rom. 

1:15; Gal. 5:6; Phil. 2:9-11; 1 Pet. 1:8; 2 Pet. 1:5-7; 1 John 5:4)? 

 

 

 

Further Consideration 
 

1. What are some of the ideas people have about what “saving faith” really 

is? How do these compare with what you have studied in this lesson? 

 

 

2. What must you believe about Christ in order to be saved? How does this 

affect your view of who is or is not a true believer? 

 

 

3. If someone came right up and asked you, “What must I do to be saved?” 

What specifically would you say to them? 

 

 

4. Do you think someone who says they have asked Christ into their lives, yet 

do not believe He is God, is a true believer? Why or Why not? 

 

 

Going Further 
 

Has this lesson affected the way you look at or the way you would 

communicate the good news or the gospel? In what ways?  


