
The Predestination of Believers 
Romans 8:28-30 

 
I. We need to understand the meaning of the terms. 

 

1. What is the meaning of called? 

 

2. What is the meaning of chosen? 

 

3. What is the meaning of predestinated? 

 

II. We need to understand the moment when these decisions occur. 

 

III. We need to understand the motives behind these divine acts. 

 

1. It was God’s pleasure. 

 

2. It was God’s providence. 

 

3. It was God’s plan. 

 

4. It was God’s purpose. 

 

IV. We need to understand the manner in which these doctrines coincide with 

human responsibility. 

 

1. We need to understand that we will never fully understand. 

 

2. We are responsible to the revelation God has given us. 

 

3. We were made “in the image of God” and therefore possess a limited 

ability to chose just as God chose. 

 

4. It is best to adhere to what the Bible actually says and not draw too 

many conclusions from it. 

 

5. We have not right to question God or His plan or to charge Him with 

being unfair or unjust. 

 

V. We need to understand the message we should learn from this doctrine. 

 

1. We should praise and thank Him for saving us. 

 

2. We should live in conformity to His revealed will. 

 

3. We should rest in His power and plan. 

 

4. We should accept our trial and difficulties with thankfulness. 

Review 
 

1. What is the scope of the word “called” according to Matthew 22:1-14 and 

Romans 10:13?   Acts 2:39; Romans 8:29-30, and Jude 1? 

 

2. Summarize the meaning of “chosen” in Matthew 22:14 and Ephesians 1:4. 

 

3. How would you explain “predestination” in light of Romans 8:29 and 

Ephesians 1:5? 

 

4. Read Romans 8:29, 1 Corinthians 2:7, and Ephesians 1:4. According to 

these, when did the three things mentioned in questions 1-3 occur? 

 

5. Why did God do these things, according to: 

 Romans 8:28, 11:36? Romans 9:8-23? Ephesians 1:5, 9? 1 Peter 2:9? 

 

6. In light of Romans 11:33-36, what should we admit concerning the 

relationship between these doctrines and human responsibility? What 

should be our response to them? 

 

Further Consideration 
 

1. How might Romans 10:13 affect the way you share the gospel with others? 

 

2. What does Ephesians 1:4 reveal about what God intends for your life? 

What is it based on? 

 

3. What are God’s thought toward His work in your life? How do you think 

that might affect your attitude toward struggles or difficulties? 

 

4. Describe in one sentence the impact Romans 8:28-29 has made on your 

outlook on life. How does that differ from people around you? 

 

5. How should these great truths influence your actions, according to 1 Peter 

2:9? How should they influence your words? 

 

Going Further 
 

Obviously this lesson deals with the great fact of your personal salvation in Jesus 

Christ. If you have never taken the time to do it before now, get together with a 

trusted friend and share with him or her exactly how you came to know Christ. This 

is the first step in preparing a “personal testimony” that you can freely share with 

others who ask you about your Christian experience. Ask your friend to help you 

distill your testimony into a three- to five-minute presentation. And as you refine 

your testimony, remember that it is God who has chosen you, predestined you, and 

reached out to draw you to Himself. 

 

Why prepare a testimony? Because He continues to call others to Himself, and may 
want to use you in the process! 


