
 

 

How Does God Show His Love? 
Malachi 1:1-5 

 
I. Notice the historical ________________ of the book. 
 
 
II. Notice the spiritual ________________ of its message. 

-- Several crucial questions asked 
1. In what way have You loved us? (1:2) 
2. In what way have we despised Your name? (1:6) 
3 In what way have we defiled You? (1:7) 
4. In what way have we wearied Him? (2:17) 
5. In what way shall we return? (3:7) 
6. In what way have we robbed you? (3:8) 
7. What have we spoken against You? (3:13) 
 

III. Notice how God shows His love. 
 

A. The ________________ of His love demonstrates the 
_______________ behind His condemnation. 
1. It _______________those far from God to 

return. 
2. It ________________ why God is so deeply 

affected by what we do and say. 
3. It ________________ another opportunity to 

get right with God. 
 
B. The ________________   of His love demonstrates the 

________________ of His words. 
 

1. In terms of His ________________, it 
demonstrates that His love is unconditional. 

2. In terms of the ________________ of His 
judgment and justice, it demonstrates that His love 
is moral and just. 

3. In terms of the ________________ to which it is 
applied, it demonstrates that His love is universal. 

Review and Discuss 
 

1.   After Malachi, how long was it until God spoke again to His 
people? To whom did He speak? 

 
2.   As we study Malachi, we should keep in mind the central message 

or theme of the book. What is that message? 
 
3.   What observations can you make about the historical, political and 

spiritual setting of Malachi? 
 
4.   From verse 2, what is the motivation behind God’s condemnation 

of our attitudes and actions? 
 
5.   What do Malachi 1:3-4 tell us about God’s execution of judgment 

and justice? What do we learn concerning His patience? 
 

 
Further Consideration 
 
1. What is the meaning of the name “Malachi”? To what does this 

refer? 
 

2. How do you think the historical and political setting of Malachi 
affect its message? What similarities to today can you see? 
 

3. Explain the meaning and significance of the word “burden” used in 
Malachi 1:1. What do we learn about God’s message and His 
messenger by comparing this with 2 Timothy 4:3? 
 

4. Compare Malachi 1:26 with Romans 9:10-13. What do you learn 
about God’s love from these verses? How do these affect or 
reassure you personally? 
 

5. Is there any habit, attitude, or thought in your life today that is 
grieving the Lord? What is your plan for dealing with it? 

 
 

 


