
 

 

A Message for Priests 
Malachi 2:1-9 

 
I. Notice the _______________ God expects from them (2:1-3). 
 

A. It is based on His _______________ (2:1). 
 
B. It is based on His _______________ (2:2-3). 

 
II. Notice the _______________ God gives to His priests (2:4-7). 
 

A. Their _______________ should _______________ from 
obedience to the covenant of God (2:4). 

 
B. Their _______________ should _______________ to the 

blessings of God (2:5). 

 
C. His _______________ should _______________ the 

holiness of God (2:6). 

 
D. His _______________ should _______________ that he 

is the messenger of God (2:7). 
 

III. Notice the _______________ for God’s judgment of them 
(2:8-9). 

 
A. There was a _______________ from the way (2:8). 

 
B. There was a _______________ to others (2:8). 

 
C. There was _______________ of the covenant (2:8). 

 
D. There was _______________ to God’s ways (2:9). 

 
E. There was _______________ in applying God’s law (2:9). 

 

Review and Discuss 
 

1.   What had the priests been doing to bring about the stern message 
from God in Malachi 2:1-9? 

 
2.   What are we told to do in Psalm 96:7; 99:2-3 and 103:1-2? 
 
3.   What does God say will be the consequences of the priests’ sin 

(vv. 2b-3)? 
 
4.   Based on Malachi 2:4-7, what responsibilities did God give to His 

priests? How are these also our responsibilities before God today? 
 
5.   List the things the priests did wrong (Mal. 2:8-9) that brought 

God’s judgment on them. 
 
Further Consideration 
 
1. Compare 1 Corinthians 10:31 with Malachi 2:2. What does God expect 

from us? List some practical ways you can obey this in your life. 
 
2. Explain what Jesus was saying in John 4:23-24. How does this relate to 

Malachi 2:1-3? 
 
3. In Malachi 2:8 we see that God judged the priests because they caused 

others to stumble. Are there any areas in which you might be causing 
others to stumble? Might your behavior be confusing, contradicting or 
questionable in any way? 

 
4. List some ways in which – within the Christian community – people 

focus on man rather than God, and live lives to the pleasure of self rather 
than to the glory of God. Might God have you change the focus of your 
life in any specific areas? 

 
5. Explain the priest’s sin in Malachi 2:9. People often try to use God’s 

Word to justify their actions rather than using His Word to determine 
their actions. Can you give any illustrations of this? Have you ever 
encountered problems in your own spiritual life because of a 
misinterpretation or misapplication of God’s word? 


